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The Newsletter for Marshall University

June 27, 2018

School of Medicine research team defines possible antiaging intervention
New research from a team at the
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine demonstrates that
the Na/K-ATPase oxidant amplification
loop (NAKL) is intimately involved in the
aging process and may serve as a target
for anti-aging interventions. The
researchers were also able to
successfully demonstrate the therapeutic
potential of pNaKtide, a synthetic
peptide, in improving impaired
physiological functions and slowing
disease development.
The findings are published in the June
26, 2018, edition of Scientific Reports, an online journal from the publishers of Nature.
“I am extremely excited about the research involved in the current Scientific Reports
article,” said Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D., senior author and dean of the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine. “I believe that our team has not only implicated the NAKL
discovered by our colleague, Dr. Zijian Xie, in the aging process but identified a novel
therapeutic target as well as a specific pharmacological strategy to actually slow the
aging process. Although it will be some time before we can test these concepts in
human subjects, I am cautiously optimistic that clinical therapeutics will ultimately
result.”
The team’s extensive, yearlong study first focused on aging mice who were given a
Western diet to stimulate oxidant stress to antagonize the NAKL. The Western diet
increased the functional and structural evidence for aging; however, the introduction of
pNaKtide slowed these changes in the mice. The same results were then replicated
when human dermal fibroblasts were exposed to different types of oxidant stress in vitro
by stimulating the NAKL, increasing expression of senescence markers, and causing
cell injury. With pNaKtide treatment, the researchers demonstrated that the negative
attributes associated with aging were significantly dampened.

“Our data clearly suggest that the Na/K-ATPase oxidant amplification loop is intimately
involved in the aging process and, if confirmed in human studies, might ultimately serve
as a therapeutic target,” said first author Komal Sodhi, M.D., an associate professor of
surgery and biomedical sciences at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “If the
pNaKtide can be safely used in humans, it might be possible to study the applicability of
that specific agent to the problem of clinical aging.”
To read the article its entirety, please visit www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-267689.
———-

Photo: The team of researchers from Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine, who have demonstrated that the Na/K-ATPase oxidant amplification loop
(NAKL) is intimately involved in the aging process and may serve as a target for antiaging interventions, includes (front row, from left) Cameron Cotrill; Rebecca L. Klug,
M.D.; Komal Sodhi, M.D.; (center row, from left) Scott Thiesfeldt, MS-2; David E.
Bartlett, MS-2; Athar Nawab; Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D.; Rebecca Pratt;, (back row, from
left) Brian Snoad, MS-1; Richard B. Miller, MS-2; Jiang Liu, M.D., Ph.D.; Juan R.
Sanabria, M.D.; and Xiaoliang Wang, Ph.D.. Not pictured are: Alexandra Nichols; Amrita
Mallick, Ph.D.; Krithika Srikanthn, M.D.; Perrine Goguet-Rubio, Ph.D.; Megan N. Lilly;
Zijian Xie, Ph.D.; Nader G. Abraham, Ph.D., Dr. H.C., FAHA. [Note: MS-1 and MS-2
refer to first- and second-year medical students, respectively.]

Gilbert to represent conference on NCAA Division I
Presidential Forum
President Jerome A. Gilbert has been selected to
represent Conference USA on the NCAA Division I
Presidential Forum. His term will begin Sept. 1, 2018,
and end Aug. 31, 2022.
The forum includes one president or chancellor from
each of the 32 Division I conferences. The group was
formed in 2015 to facilitate presidential leadership of
athletics at the campus, conference and national levels,
and its members serve as the primary presidential
advisory body of the NCAA Division I Board of Directors.
“I am honored to represent Conference USA on the NCAA’s Presidential Forum and
look forward to working with this group of dedicated institutional leaders at this important

time for intercollegiate athletics in our nation,” said Gilbert. “At Marshall University, we
believe in the value of competing in Division I sports and what it brings our studentathletes and the whole Marshall family. We have proven at Marshall that our studentathletes can be successful academically as well on the playing field. While on the forum,
I will work to ensure the best interests of the institutions in Conference USA are
represented, particularly the interests of our student-athletes.”
Marshall joined Conference USA in 2005. The university competes in 15 NCAA Division
I sports.
Gilbert has served as Marshall’s 37th president since January 2016.

Marshall community members encouraged to participate in
cleaning product drive for Harmony House
Marshall’s Master of Social Work students have
joined forces with Harmony House to host a
cleaning product drive. The drive will benefit
residents of Vanity Fair who are at risk for
hygiene-related evictions.
This is the second community awareness event
the students have organized while taking the
Social Work 634: Advanced Practice with Groups, Communities and Organizations
graduate course, according to Dr. Debra Young, assistant professor of social work.
“Last spring, students held events on the Huntington campus to promote ‘It’s on Us’
sexual assault prevention in conjunction with the university’s Women’s Center and
CONTACT,” Young said. “We developed and disseminated compassion fatigue and
mindfulness information for first responders, held a town hall informational session
about human trafficking, and donated sharps containers to the City of Dunbar Police
Department. Although the project focus changes, the overarching concepts of
community organizing for vulnerable populations and community needs will continue to
be addressed every spring and summer through our program.”
Donations for the cleaning product drive can be dropped off June 16 through June 29 at
the following locations:
•

Prichard Hall, Room 317 on Marshall’s Huntington campus

•
•
•
•
•
•

Gullickson Hall’s Behavioral Health Clinic (Basement G01) on Marshall’s
Huntington campus
Kroger
Drug Emporium
Christ Temple Church
Cabell County Department of Health and Human Resources
Pullman Square Summer Concert Series (only from 6-9 p.m., Thursday, June 28)

Supplies needed for a successful drive include Pine-Sol® or equivalent; dish soap;
bleach; disinfectant cleaner; paper towels; mops and brooms; sponges and cleaning
cloths; buckets; disinfectant wipes; Mr. Clean Magic Erasers® or equivalent; distilled
white vinegar to kill mold; and cleaning gloves.
Students will be conducting a basket raffle and accepting donations at the June 28
Pullman Square Summer Concert Series event. Tickets for the raffle are $1 per ticket or
$5 for six tickets. To learn more about Harmony House and how you can get involved,
contact Bill Rosenberger, Director of Development for Harmony House, at 304-5232764, extension 102. For more information on Marshall’s Department of Social Work,
contact Young at young141@marshall.edu.

Rec Center to promote walking this summer
The Marshall Rec Center and Marshall
University are partnering with the City of
Huntington to promote walking within
the Huntington community. On July 17,
a kick-off event to the “Greater
Huntington Walks” program will take
place on the plaza at the Marshall Rec.
Marshall faculty/staff, students and
community are invited to participate.
The kick-off will take place from 9 AM to
10 AM at the Rec.
Beginning at 9 a.m., individuals can check-in and register for raffles and prizes, as well
as sign-up for the “Walker Tracker” app to log their walks. At 9:15 a.m., there will be
opening remarks and information about the program, followed by a group walk around
campus at 9:30 a.m. For more information on the program visit
www.greaterhuntingtonwalks.com.

Check out the FLYER for the full details!

Paterson receives top prize in last weekend’s Ellis
Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition
Ben Paterson (left) of Philadelphia was awarded top prize at the
inaugural Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition
Saturday at Pullman Square in Huntington. The event was
hosted by Marshall University in partnership with Nu Jazz
Agency of New York City.
As winner, Paterson receives a $25,000 cash prize; a record
contract with ELM Records; and management, marketing,
booking, and promotions assistance from Nu Jazz Agency in.
First prize also includes guaranteed performance opportunities
at venues and festivals around the world, including a night at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola in
New, York; SOUTH Jazz Bistro in Philadelphia; the San Jose Jazz Festival in California;
Le Duc des Lombards in Paris; and the Ellis Marsalis Center for Music in New Orleans.

Second-place winner Rina
Yamazaki of Saitama,
Japan (left), and thirdplace winner Isaiah
Thompson of West
Orange, New Jersey,
receive $10,000 and
$5,000 respectively, as
well as their own series of
national and international
performance opportunities.
They were among seven finalists for the competition, chosen from 160 musicians from
around the world. The finalists performed Friday and Saturday evenings at Missio Dei
Church on the upper level of Pullman Square.

The competition was part of a weeklong series of events celebrating jazz, the
Huntington International Jazz Festival. The event included free photo exhibits, lectures,
concerts and a street festival, and is planned as an annual event in Huntington. The
Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition is expected to be a triennial event.
———Photos: Ellis Marsalis and the Marsalis Family Quintet performed at the inaugural
Huntington International Jazz Festival last weekend.

Marshall Health begins renovations on residential
treatment facility
Construction is underway on what will become
the region’s newest residential treatment facility
for women and their children.
Marshall Health, in cooperation with the
Huntington City Mission, began renovating a
15,000-square-foot building located on the
northeast corner of 7th Avenue and 10th Street
in Huntington next to the city mission. The
building formerly known as “Project Hope” will
become home to “Project Hope for Women and
Children,” the latest Marshall Health initiative
designed to provide a continuum of care for women suffering from substance use
disorder and their children.
Each of the 18 apartments will consist of two or three bedrooms, one bathroom, a living
room and kitchenette. The program is funded through a grant from the West Virginia
Department of Health and Human Resources.
“One of our overarching goals as a health organization is to treat families and put them
on the path toward a healthier lifestyle,” said Beth L. Hammers, chief executive officer of
Marshall Health. “Project Hope for Women and Children meets a defined need in our
community while complementing existing services, like our Maternal Addiction Recovery
Center (MARC) as well as Lily’s Place, Recovery Point and others.”
Some services, such as peer and residential supports and family therapy will be
provided on site, but many of the services, including medication assisted treatment, will
be delivered in outpatient locations, like PROACT, a health care collaborative
announced in April 2018 that will act as a single-accessible service hub for addiction
care and treatment.
“The cornerstone of this program is that it keeps mothers with their children and
supports them on their path toward recovery,” said Stephen M. Petrany, M.D., chair of
the department of family and community health at the Marshall University Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine. “Beyond treatment, Project Hope for Women & Children
will help residents put life skills into practice, give their children a sense of stability and
teach them to raise their children in a way that promotes healthy habits early on.”
“It is with great joy that we enter into this partnership with Marshall Health. The
opportunity to serve this vulnerable population of our community resonates with our
calling and mission,” said Mitch Webb, executive director of the Huntington City Mission.

Marshall Health is using Huntington-based businesses for the renovation project,
including Edward Tucker Architects and Neighborgall Construction. Renovations on the
Project Hope building are expected to be complete by October 2018.
————-

Photo: A 15,000-square-foot building located on the northeast corner of 7th Avenue and
10th Street in Huntington is being renovated for Project Hope for Women and Children.

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Dennis Anderson
Dr. Dennis Anderson, professor of leadership studies, received the National Association
of Student Personnel Administrators’ Region II (which includes New York, New Jersey,
Maryland, Delaware, West Virginia and Washington, D.C.) Robert H. Shaffer Award for
Academic Excellence as a Graduate Faculty Member. The region’s annual conference
concluded June 5.

Staff Achievement: Wolfe represents state, national
organizations on Capitol Hill
Dr. Beth Wolfe,
director of
continuing
education at
Marshall, was one
of 35 higher
education
professionals from
across the country
selected to
participate in the
American
Association of
Collegiate
Registrars and Admissions Officers’ (AACRAO) Hill Day on June 21, 2018. Coordinated

by AACRAO’s Government Relations department, Hill Day sought to provide members
of Congress and their aides with critical information about how federal policy impacts
university students and staff on a daily basis.
While meeting with TJ Lucas, Legislative Correspondent for Sen. Joe Manchin, Wolfe
discussed AACRAO’s priorities for reauthorization of the Higher Education Act and
support for the recently introduced Reverse Transfer Efficiency Act. Wolfe also shared
AACRAO’s concerns related to the House’s PROSPER act with Rep. Evan Jenkins, as
the bill proposes changes to long-standing federal aid programs utilized by many West
Virginia students.
“Not only is it an incredible honor to have been selected to participate in Hill Day, but it
was thrilling to be on Capitol Hill to represent the interests of our students. Both Sen.
Manchin’s and Rep. Jenkins’ staff members were so welcoming and responsive, and I
appreciate the time both offices provided for our conversations,” Wolfe said.
Wolfe currently serves as president of the West Virginia Association of College
Registrars and Admissions Officers (WVACRAO).
———

Photo: Dr. Beth Wolfe (first row, third from left) with AACRAO members from across the
U.S. chosen to participate in the organization’s 2018 Hill Day. Photo courtesy of
AACRAO.

Marshall health informatics program ranked one of the
best by College Choice
Marshall’s health informatics program has been ranked among the best in the country.
The ranking from College Choice, a leading authority in college and university rankings
and resources, put Marshall University in 23rd place for best master’s degree program
in health informatics.
Health informatics is the interdisciplinary study of the design, development, adoption
and application of IT-based innovations in health care services, delivery, management
and planning.
Marshall’s program is a unique academic model of collaboration involving three
colleges— the College of Health Professions, the Lewis College of Business and the
College of Information Technology and Engineering. Accredited by the Commission on

Accreditation for Health Informatics and Information Management Education (CAHIIM),
Marshall University’s health informatics program is the only one of its kind in West
Virginia.
Dr. Girmay Berhie, director of the program, said this national recognition could be
credited to the scholarship and guidance of the cross-college faculty who help make the
program possible.
“Our innovative and shared teaching methods are well respected and embraced by our
students and community health care providers,” Berhie said. “We are now in the final
stages of completing the curriculum and technology to offer two online graduate
certificates in nursing informatics and data analytics. Applications are now being
accepted for fall 2018. We will always strive to remain abreast of the most advanced
teaching methods and technologies to address the immense challenge in the world of
health care.”
According to College Choice, the ranking is based on institutional reputation, graduation
rates, selectivity and faculty resources. The data from their ranking come from the
National Center for Education Statistics’ IPEDS database, U.S. News & World Report,
Payscale and individual college websites.
“You’ll take a blend of classes in health, business and IT,” College Choice noted in its
description of Marshall’s program.
The full ranking is available at www.collegechoice.net. To learn more about Marshall’s
health informatics program, visit www.marshall.edu/health-informatics.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed July 5, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, July 2, 2018.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/June-27-2018.

